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What moment or experience led you to pursue a career inthe
circular economy or environmental field? | think its not a
moment specifically. It's more a general response for me against
seeing how many of the economic, political and social structures
in today's world are wasteful or exploitative of the environment
and people and oriented towards the short term. With this
thinking, at least in theory, a circular economy (with a social and
environmental framework included) framework proposes an
alternative way to structuring society focused more on what is
better for people and the environment. That thought | find it
interesting and | hope can make some impact.

If you had to explain what you do to a 10-year-old, what would
yousay? | work on projects that try to make the world a little bit
better for living things!

What is one development inrecent years that gives you
hope for the climate? |think that their are two main things for
me. One is that the climate and environment, evenina
greenwashing form, is much more accepted and at least a
cornerstone in societal and political and economic
discussions. The second thing for me is that renewable energy
technologies and batteries (even though they are produced
on some extractive activities) are in the past 2-3 years much
more accessible and cost-competitive with fossil fuel
alternatives. Based on this | believe that the transition, ona
global level, towards economies in all its stages (household
consumption, industry, transport, etc) that run on renewable
electricity will start to happen very quickly in the next 10 years
(I'think there is some critical mass that is now happening
whereby the transition will happen much faster than most
experts realise even if these technologies are not produced
locally). This gives me optimism as | think this transition
necessitates and pushes for a more decentralized power
structure, gives people more agency, reduces environmental
impacts and opposes large entrenched power structures that
are based on and propagate continuing exploitative power
structures. Ofcourse it wont solve many environmental, social
or economic problems by itself but | believe a society runon
renewable energy is much more equipped and capable to do
so than one run on fossil energy and | think it is in reach, that
gives me some optimism.

Many people feel climate anxiety and a sense of futility.
What do you tell them? Alot of climate narratives are fear
based, and | believe they are designed to make you feel afraid
and hopeless. | think one could adopt a more broader
philosophical outlook on it: we are here on this planet, we are
small as individuals, the planet's climate is resilient and
adaptive over millions of years and changes all the time, the
question is how does it impact my life, how and do i want to
adapt? and do | want to work on it? | think that is a reassuring
starting point at least for me.

What is one small change someone can make in their daily
life that can make a difference? Go into nature at least once
in a while to not just see concrete. Even more simple, just smell
some plants

Where do you shop, what do you eat, how do you get
around—give us a glimpse into your choices? | buy fruits and
veg from the farmers market or greengrocer. | try to buy good
quality products. But | find it hard to make consistent healthy
lifestyle choices, part of me would like to make better choices,
but will 1?
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